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AIDS TO POPULAR BIBLE STUDY IN GERMANY. 

The Germans are doing some excellent work in popularizing the 
results of the most progressive theological research of the times, in 
various ways. Prominent among these are the Hefte zur christlichen 
Welt, which have been appearing in Leipzig during the past few years, 
and in pamphlet shape and popular style give in a summary way 
what the scholars' investigations have brought to light. Of this series 
of brochures forty-six numbers have appeared, covering practically 
every living theological topic of the times, and together giving perhaps 
in the most succinct manner possible the results and spirit of modern 
progressive theological science. The authors in most cases are uni- 
versity men. Among the latest subjects discussed are "The Lord's 
Supper in the New Testament," "The Origin of the Lord's Supper" 
(by Clemens), " Theology as a Science " (by Rolffs), " God in Christ," 
"Pure Doctrine a Demand of Faith, but Not of Law" (Rade), "Bis- 
marck's Relations to Religion and the Church," " The Word of the 
Bible and the Word of God," etc., etc. The average price of each 
pamphlet is 40 pfennige. 

Still another aid to popularizing the Scriptures is a "School Bible" 
(Schul-Bibet), which consists of biblical selections combined in the 
shape of a reader for the public schools, arranged for the use of chil- 
dren and with the purpose of interesting the young in the study of the 
Scriptures. The material is accordingly arranged systematically from 
a pedagogic standpoint, and in particular those portions are omitted 
from the Old Testament books which are regarded by some as not 
proper for reading in mixed classes. Probably the best work of this kind 
is a new translation of the Old Testament, prepared by Dr. Richard 
Pfeiffer, Das Alte Testament fur das christliche ffaus, ausgewahlt 
und ubersetzt (Erlangen, 1900), which reproduces the Old Testament 
selections in model simplicity. Almost any child can understand the 
Scriptures if rendered in such language. An excellent translation of 
the New Testament " into the language of the day," as the title-page 
says, is that of Stage, which has the good fortune to be published as one 
of the Reclam " Universal Library," in Leipzig. These thoroughly 



222 THE BIBLICAL WORLD 

modern translations are found very helpful in popularizing biblical 
knowledge and thought. 

In order to keep the rank and file of the clergy in touch with the 
researches of theological and especially biblical sciences, the universities 
have in recent years introduced the so-called "Vacation Lectures." 
These consist of courses of lectures delivered during the season when 
the pastors generally have their vacations, which courses are given at 
the university centers by representative docents, and either deal with 
special topics and questions that have aroused controversy or extended 
discussion, or give in a summary form the results of investigations 
in certain theological branches. Usually these courses cover a period 
of only four or five days, and only a limited number of lecturers 
participate, but of these sometimes a single man delivers two and three 
lectures a day, in case his subject calls for a more extended exposition. 
Such vacation courses have been delivered at Bonn, at Konigsberg, 
at Berlin, and a number of other universities, and have been found very 
popular, especially as a free discussion of the subjects treated follows 
the delivery of the lecture. It has been a general complaint that after 
men leave the universities their practical work soon robs them of 
their interest for progressive methods and work in theological science, 
and these vacation lectures are intended to keep the lecture-room and 
the pulpit and pastor's study in closer contact. 

The publication of the Text-Bible by Mohr, of Leipzig, under the 
editorial care of Professor Kautzsch, gives Bible students in a handy 
form and in excellent translation the entire official religious literature 
of Israel from the beginning to the close of the New Testament period. 
In this book are found united in the Kautzsch translation of the Old 
Testament, a classical work prepared by the editor and eight others, and 
published in 1894, together with an entirely new translation of the 
whole body of apocrypha and pseudepigrapha, that fill out the centuries 
between the close of the Old and the beginning of the New Testament ; 
to which is added the masterly New Testament version of Weizsacker. 
Each of these parts is also published separately, with or without full 
literary introduction and notes, except that the text of the apocrypha 
and the pseudepigrapha cannot be had separately without the literary 
additions. The Text-Bible contains merely the texts of these books, 
without any literary apparatus. This edition, filling more than 1,500 
pages of valuable material in the best possible translated form, costs 
12 marks; the separate Old Testament and apocrypha, 10.20 marks; 
the New Testament, 3 marks ; the separate edition of the pseudepigrapha 
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and apocrypha, with the literary apparatus, 24 marks. The apparatus 
for the Old Testament and for the apocrypha and pseudepigrapha can 
be bought separately. None has been prepared for the New Testament 
part. 

The veteran Professor Weiss, of Berlin, has now finished his revision 
of the New Testament text. The beginning was made in 1891 by the 
publication of the Apocalypse, and has now been completed by the new 
edition of the text of the gospels. The publication of this great work 
along independent and eclectic lines only emphasizes anew the fact 
that the text-criticism of the New Testament is not the accomplished 
fact that many had hoped. In Nestle's Einfuhrung in das griechische 
Neue Testament the question of a reopening of the whole subject is 
proposed and a revision of the text in accordance with the readings of 
the famous Codex Bezae and its family at least regarded as a possible 
contingency. This, however, is opposed, not only by von Gebhardt 
in the Theol. Literaturzeitung, but also by Gregory in his Neue Text- 
Kritik des Neuen Testaments, of which the first volume appeared during 
the fall. 

Miss Helen M. Cole is delivering lectures upon " The Bible as 
Literature," with interpretative readings, for a number of women's clubs. 
Among her subjects are "The Book of Job," "The Life of Christ," The 
Story of Joseph." There are no small possibilities in this field of inter- 
pretative reading, and it is one in which many a minister could be of 
real service to his congregation ; for, after all, good reading of the 
Scriptures in public is one of the best commentaries. 

The committee in charge of the Pan-American Bible Study Con- 
gress, which is to beheld in Buffalo, July 31, has issued its first bulletin 
containing the purposes and character of the congress. We have already 
mentioned the plan of this congress, and it will be enough perhaps 
to recall that it is intended to discuss the principles and methods of 
Bible study and Bible teaching. If properly conducted, it is likely to 
be of great service to the cause. 

Professor George L. Robinson, of the McCormick Theologi- 
cal Seminary, is writing a series of papers upon modern Palestine 
and Syria for the Chatauquan. The articles are beautifully illustrated 
with half-tone reproductions of photographs. 



